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Fellowship party
girls just wanna
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I am sure readers will be as relieved
as I am that, as a result of our plea
for volunteers to step forward to
save Suburb News, we have found
two residents who are willing to
take on the job as Co-editors of
the paper.
Marie-Christine O’Callaghan
along with Shelley-Anne Salisbury
answered the call and are ready

to ensure the survival of this
paper, which is much valued by
many Suburb residents.
Marie-Christine wrote an
article on Avenue House in our
last issue and has contributed
another on bilingualism in this
one. Shelley-Anne is responsible
for the article on (and baking)
cakes for the Horticultural Society

KOCHI OKADA

Suburb News saved!
on page 11 of this issue. These
are no doubt the first of many
contributions they will be making
to this paper, and I wish them as
much enjoyment and satisfaction
as I have had as Editor.
So, from now on, please use
suburbnews@hgsra.uk for all your
future correspondence.
TERRY BROOKS

No surprises at the Trust AGM
Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust
members gathered in Henrietta
Barnett School Hall for half an
hour of chat and a drink before
the Trust Chairman, Richard
Wiseman, opened the 51st Annual
General Meeting on the evening
of September 11.
He started the meeting by
thanking the Trust staff and his
fellow trustees for all their work,
support and guidance over his six

years as a member, and chairman,
of Trust Council, with particular
reference to Nick Packard and
David Davidson.
His greatest regret was not
being able to finalise the change
of ownership of Central Square
before the end of his term of
office. Although all the details
had been agreed, a combination
of bureaucratic and legal delays
meant that, although the deal is

done in principle, the paperwork
had not been completed.
There was a question on the
report and accounts over the
cost of a dispute concerning
Waterlow Court to do with the
apportionment of costs on an
unadopted road. The Trust was
trying to find a way to get a
binding agreement, when the
parties involved had a diversity
of views, and there was no hope

WE ALWAYS DELIVER ON
OUR PROMISES
For more than 40 years now, we have been serving the residents
of the Suburb and we have enjoyed every moment.
Whether your property is a cottage or a castle, destined for sale or
for rent, we can surely handle it.
We have the most comprehensive selection of properties under
one roof. From our Global connections, we find the best buyers/
tenants from all over the world – not just from the immediate
area.
As the longest serving agents in the area, we believe in good oldfashioned service - no fuss, no obligation, please give us a call.
C E L E B R AT I N G
OVER

Taken earlier this year, this photograph demonstrates that Sunshine Corner, the gateway to the Suburb in The Great Wall on the
Heath extension, has seen a great improvement since it was taken in hand by the HGS Trust. The work was done in association
with Stephen Crisp of SPC Design.

of unanimous agreement. The
Trust needed to take advice.
A donation of £16,000 to St
Jude’s for help with the repair of
the fabric of the building was
also questioned. It was pointed
out that the funds for such
grants were not part of the
Scheme of Management and so
not paid by charge-payers. The
financial situation of the church
was precarious with the liabilities
that come with the upkeep of
such a large iconic building.
David Iwi had provided
attendees with a sheet of questions
and comments, titled ‘The Empire’,
relating to the increase in staff
numbers since 2006; the effect
of this on the management charge;
the trustees’ lack of action; the
silence of the auditors; the refusal
to have a management review; and
the consequences for the Suburb

Richard Wiseman

should there be a successful
challenge to the Trust on the
grounds that the management
was not operating in a economical,
efficient and consistent manner.
The meeting moved to the
election of trustees. Nick Packard
first gave the results for last year
when Raymond Taylor was elected
with 292 votes against 130 for
Brian Ingram.
Michael Franklin, a retiring
trustee, had some words to say
about his time as a trustee and the
170 meetings he had attended.
He thought the staff to be terrific,
hard-working and talented, and
the Trust was very lucky, in
particular, to have David Davidson.
He thought Nick Packard had
grown into his job and it was
good that he was able to take a
salary cut to have a four-day
week to balance his work and

Nick Packard

David Davidson

family life. He had enjoyed his
time at the Trust and wished the
new trustees the best of luck.
This year there were three
candidates, Brian Ingram, Maralyn
Roberts and Richard Townley, for
two vacancies (see page 4 for the
result). Each candidate was given
three minutes to speak about
their candidature and up to five
minutes to answer questions.
Brian Ingram, a Suburb
resident for over 40 years, was
most concerned about the
neglect of green spaces in the
Suburb and thought the Trust
should take more care of them
all, and not just its own spaces.
On being asked what added
value he would bring to the
Trust, he mentioned the role of
trustees vis-à-vis the staff, the
problems of litigation, lessening
(continued on page 4)

Michael Franklin

New Year’s Eve

Fireworks Party
FREE DRINKS
Residents are warmly invited to the Residents Association
party in St. Jude’s from 10:45pm, followed by a fireworks
extravaganza on Central Square at midnight.
There will be a collection to help with the cost of fireworks

YEARS TRADING

Organised by the Events Committee of the Residents Association.
With thanks to St. Jude’s for hosting the event.

Bilingualism
– a good thing?
Bilingualism means knowing
and being able to use two
languages. It has been estimated
that more than half the world’s
population is bilingual. In the
Suburb, while the majority of
people speak English, 43% of
school children in the Garden
Suburb primary schools do not
have English as their first
language. Hebrew, Persian-Farsi
and Polish are the most common
languages spoken by Garden
Suburb pupils (barnet.gov.uk).
There is a perception among
some parents and teachers that
growing up bilingual is not only
fraught with challenges but could
even be a risk to educational
development. This perception
needs to change as research
conducted both in the UK
(Cambridge) and in Canada
(Toronto) indicated that the
reverse holds true.
The research showed that
bilingual children ‘notice’ better
how language works and, as a
result, outperform monolingual
children in tasks linked to
language awareness. For example,
they can distinguish whether a
sentence is grammatically correct
from whether it is truthful. In
one experiment, children were
asked if the illogical sentence
“Apples grow on noses” was
grammatically correct. The monolingual children couldn’t answer.
They’d say: “That’s silly”, but the
bilingual children would say, in
their own words, “It’s silly, but
it’s grammatically correct.”
Bilingual children manifested
a cognitive system, which allowed
them to attend to important
information and ignore the less
important. The benefits go even
further, as Dr Alexopoulou of
Cambridge University department
of Theoretical and Applied
Linguistics explained: “Studies
show that a bilingual child is
better able to cope with tasks
that involve attention, memory

and concentration. The mental
gymnastics needed to constantly
manage two or more linguistic
systems increases cognitive
flexibility and makes learning
that much easier.”
There is also some fear that
children who are raised bilingual
will mix their languages. In reality,
they adapt to the situations
they are in. If, for example, they
are talking to a grandparent
who does not speak the other
language, they will always
respond in the language the
grandparent understands.
Parents who speak different
languages should therefore
encourage their children to speak
both. They can do this by providing
systematic exposure to both
languages and by so doing they
should be safe in the knowledge
that knowing the language of
one’s parents is an important
and essential component of
children’s cultural identity and
sense of belonging.
There is one more reason to
encourage bilingualism. A recent
article in the journal of Neurology
reported that bilingual patients
with Alzheimer’s had been
diagnosed 4.3 years later and
had reported the onset of
symptoms 5.1 years later than
the monolingual patients.
All of the above should
indicate that there are two
major reasons for people to pass
their heritage language to their
children. Firstly it connects
children to their ancestors and
secondly bilingualism is good
for you. It makes brains stronger.
Remember it is never too
late to learn another language,
only think of the advantages it
would give you. The Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V (1500-1558)
famously said, “I speak in Latin
to God, Italian to Women,
French to Men, and German to
my Horse.”
MARIE-CHRISTINE O’CALLAGHAN
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Lutyens’ anniversaries
Three anniversaries of Suburb architect Sir Edwin Lutyens were
marked with a dinner at the Royal Institute of British Architects
on October 2. Organised by The Lutyens Trust, the event marked
the 150th anniversary of Sir Edwin’s birth on 29 March 1869,
the 75th anniversary of his death on 1 January 1944, and the
centenary of the unveiling in 1919 of the temporary Cenotaph,
precursor of the permanent memorial in Whitehall.
It took place in the presence of HRH The Duke of Gloucester
who has recently become the President of the Trust. Guests
were welcomed by great-nephew Martin Lutyens and addressed
by author, broadcaster and cultural campaigner Loyd Grossman
before a backdrop of slides showing examples of the architect’s
work including several from the Suburb. The Suburb was
represented by HGS Trust’s Life President, Dr Mervyn Miller,
author of Hampstead Garden Suburb: Arts & Crafts Utopia
‘(1992/2006), the Reverend Alan Walker, Vicar of St Jude’s and
HGS Archives Trustee, and Mrs Lucrezia Walker.
Edwin Lutyens was appointed Consulting Architect to
Hampstead Garden Suburb in May 1908. He was commissioned
with the task of designing the centrepiece: the churches and
Institute on Central Square and the private houses around it.
Because of his departure for New Delhi in 1912 many of the
houses were completed by others to plans based on his original
designs. St Jude’s and the Free Church are two of only five
churches designed by Lutyens and the only Grade 1 Listed
buildings in the London Borough of Barnet.

Torpedoed
Torpedoed: The True Story of the
World War II Sinking of the
“Children’s Ship” by Deborah
Heiligman has just been
published by Godwin Books/
Henry Holt in New York. It tells
the story of the final trip of the
passenger liner SS City of
Benares which set sail in
September 1940 from
Liverpool for Canada with one
hundred evacuee children on
board. Many of the children
came from the Harrow area,
but one of their escorts was
Michael Rennie, the son of
the then vicar of St Jude’s
Church, Hampstead Garden Suburb.
Rennie was 23 and a recent graduate of Keble College,
Oxford. A former pupil of Christ’s Hospital and Gordonstoun
(where he was close to the then Prince Philip of Greece),
Michael was a keen sportsman and self-taught motor mechanic.
As an undergraduate he invented and patented a device to
immobilise cars and he was originally heading for a career in
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Brownhill Insurance Group have been insuring
the residents and businesses of Hampstead
Garden Suburb for over 30 years.
We understand the uniqueness of this area and
therefore can provide the most appropriate
cover for both residents and businesses.
visit us online:
www.brownhillgroup.co.uk
email us:
info@brownhillgroup.co.uk
call us:

020 8353 8907

Join hundreds of Hampstead
Garden Suburb residents
and businesses by insuring
with Brownhill Insurance
Group.
When it comes to insurance,
we've got you covered.

insurance
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Edda Tasiemka –
the ‘Human Google’
Edda Tasiemka who lived in Temple Fortune Lane died on March
30 this year. Although she lived relatively quietly in her latter
years, her home was a destination for historians, writers and
journalists because it contained what was probably the most
extensive newspaper cuttings library in London. Every room
(apart perhaps for the elegant sitting room) was filled with
meticulously sorted and labelled files of clippings. Murder,
bigamy, the Russian Revolution, Lord Lucan, the Beatles all had
their folders and dossiers. Edda daily took her scissors to every
national newspaper and many a magazine. As most newspapers
disposed of their own clippings collections, and before scanned
archives became readily available, her cross-referenced collection
was an essential resource for researchers.
Edda Hoppe was born in Hamburg in 1922. Her father was a
communist activist, but she was brought up solely by her
mother in a left-wing milieu. She was excluded from her local
school at the age of 11 for refusing to participate in Nazi youth
organisations and had to travel to another in the city. This of
course aroused the suspicions of the Gestapo who began a
series of interrogations and apartment searches which
culminated in her mother’s arrest in 1938. Edda herself
managed to train as a draughtswoman and survived the war in
Hamburg. She then worked for the British Army of Occupation
and in 1949 met Hans Tasiemka, a journalist who was working
as an interpreter and reporting on war crimes trials. The later
collection had its origins in the newspaper cuttings he stuffed
into his pockets for preparing his articles.
Edda and Hans came to London and married at Hampstead
Registry Office. They lived for a time in Finchley and in 1962

Guests at the anniversary dinner were given a Celebration
booklet which included an article (from Country Life 1942) by
the architect’s son Robert Lutyens which explained the origins of
the Cenotaph. Lutyens had designed a garden seat – “a massive
affair consisting of an immense balk of timber supported on
masonry” – for the Surrey garden of his collaborator Gertrude
Jekyll. A friend remarked that it looked like a ‘cenotaph’, a (then)
obscure term unknown to Lutyens which meant “a monument
erected to a deceased person whose body is buried elsewhere.”
When, in 1919, Lloyd George asked him to design a catafalque
for the anniversary of the Armistice, Lutyens immediately
remembered the garden cenotaph and evolved a design, not as
a catafalque, but as the empty tomb – the ‘monument of
millions buried elsewhere’. Interestingly, a wooden model
(perhaps an original design) of the Cenotaph stood in the Free
Church as part of a war memorial scheme until the 1930s.
The Archives Trust (suburbarchives.org) possesses several
plans of actual and proposed schemes by Lutyens.
engineering. However, he came to greatly admire the AngloCatholic ‘slum priest’ Father Basil Jellicoe, discovered his own
vocation, and was about to commence theological training in
Cambridge when the war broke out.
On the Benares, Michael, the youngest of the escorts, soon
became a favourite with the children. He organised games of
tennis and tug-of-war and taught them how to lasso deck chairs.
A few minutes after midnight on 18 September the Benares
was torpedoed by the German submarine U-48. 258 passengers
and crew (of 406) died, including 77 of the 90 evacuee children
and six of their ten escorts. Michael Rennie repeatedly dived into
the sea from lifeboat No. 11 to rescue drowning children but
died of exhaustion himself before the rescue ships arrived. He is
memorialised in a mural in St Jude’s church. Deborah Heiligman
notes that the overwhelming majority of the crew were South
Asian Muslims whose stories were not collected after the disaster.
Torpedoed tells the story of the Benares in a meticulously
paced and handsomely designed volume illustrated with
contemporary photos and documents as well as original
drawings by Lawrence Lee. Heiligman writes for children.
Torpedoed is aimed at 10-14 years olds but it is the most
deeply-researched and complete account of the tragedy, and
includes an index, detailed references and bibliography. The
80th anniversary of the sinking of the Benares will be marked
with a special commission at Proms at St Jude’s in 2020.
The Reverend Alan Walker
took the house on the Suburb. Edda worked as a correspondent
for German magazines and TV while Hans (who died in 1979)
came to concentrate on building up the archive and turning it
into a commercial enterprise. A feature on the Culture Show in
2014 in which Lyn Barber introduced Alan Yentob to Edda (the
‘Human Google’) brought the Tasiemka collection to a wider
audience. By then the internet had transformed information
gathering but the value of access to material in its original
printed form in providing context and perspective remained.
Happily, the collection has now been transferred in its entirety to
the London-based Hyman Archive, the world’s largest collection
of periodicals.
Edda Tasiemka had a great dislike of religion but was happy
to offer the vicar a large glass of sherry on his visits and to talk at
length about her life and adventures. A recording of a
conversation with the Reverend Alan Walker – mainly about her
childhood and youth in Nazi Germany – is held by the HGS
Archives Trust.

The Hampstead
Garden Suburb Archives Trust

exists to preserve the history and culture of the Suburb

Website: www.suburbarchives.com · Contact: 020 8455 8813 or 8455 2877 · Email: suburbarchives@gmail.com
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Small Suburb organisation wins big award

Emma Rodwell, Gerlinde Crossley, HGS Combat Stress Committee Chair Ruth Smith and Yvonne Oliver receive their Community
Group of the Year Award from Combat Stress at the Cavalry and Guards Club

On 18 September, Ruth Smith
and three other members of
HGS Combat Stress Committee,
Gerlinde Crossley, Yvonne Oliver
and Emma Rodwell, attended
an evening reception given by
Combat Stress HQ at the Cavalry
and Guards Club in Piccadilly.
While they were watching
the presentation of the Extra
Mile Awards, the group was
utterly amazed to hear the
speaker mention the HGS
committee by name, including
the fact that they had raised
more than £40,000 for Combat
Stress mental health outreach
services since 2008. They were

then invited to come up to
receive the charity’s inaugural
Community Group of the Year
Award to much applause.
But the group didn’t rest on
its laurels by any means. On 5
October they and the other four
members of the committee
launched their most ambitious
project yet, when they put on a
special centenary concert at the
Free Church, North Square.
Having already raised well
over £40,000 for Combat Stress
over the last eleven or so years
through Christmas fairs, catering
for other organisations, etc., this
time they provided an evening

of music and song featuring
The North London Military
Wives Choir and The Royal Naval
Volunteer Band – Northwest

Mayoral visit to Northway gardens

there was, at last, hope that the
Northway Rose Gardens would
enjoy a welcome facelift.
At the time Brian Ingram of
the NGO declared, “All of us are
HGS residents. We came together
because of our mutual annoyance
at the continued deterioration
of the Rose Gardens area in
Northway Gardens.”
During her visit the Mayor
saw the evidence to show what

P R HARTLEY

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
& REGISTERED AUDITOR

Accounting & Taxation Services
Call 020 8731 9745 or 07850 634395
Email paul@prhartley.co.uk
www.prhartley.co.uk

local people can achieve through
their own voluntary hard work,
and with the help of donations
from supporters and local sponsors.
The NGO would like to
thank Ellis and Co Estate Agents,
Streathers Solicitors, Gavzey
Opticians, Ant Removals, the
HGS Trust and the Hampstead
Garden
Suburb
Residents
Association for their support.

MARJORIE HARRIS
Martin Bell, with members of the North
London Military Wives Choir, launches
the concert on 5 October
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link provided. The consultation
finishes on November 22 and
the outcome will be considered
by the Environment Committee.
Given the continuing planned
Treasury cuts to council support
grants it will be surprising if we
do not find ourselves having to
pay to have garden waste
collected – no matter how the
consultation goes.
But consider yourself lucky
not to be a resident of Waterlow
Court. You may remember reading
in our spring issue about a
surprising consequence of the
changes to bin collections last
year. It was suggested that
residents would have to pay the
annual sum of £11,000 to have
their bins moved to the kerb for
collection in order to assuage
the Health & Safety concerns
that led to the suspension of
their bin collections..
Beware, moving bins in
Barnet is clearly very hazardous!

RA group litter pick
In the Summer edition of Suburb
News, readers were able to learn
about the launch of the litter
picking volunteer group led by
Michael Green. This group has
continued to grow and flourish
and now boasts some 70 members,
many of whom are involving
their children and grandchildren
in keeping the Suburb clean
and green. We hope readers will
have seen the difference.
On a bright, dry Autumn
morning the rains kept away for
the first group litter picking
session attended by volunteers
and two of our Councillors,
John Marshall and Rohit Grover.
We were tackling Lyttelton
Playing Fields, a much-loved
facility in the area, which gets a
lot of use, and sadly also a great
deal of litter.
Volunteers’ ages ranged from
8 to 80 and all set enthusiastically
to work armed with litter picking
grabbers provided by LB Barnet
to pick up the litter which had
blown into hedges and onto the
banks of Mutton Brook. There was
the usual assortment of bottles,
cans, crisp packets and cigarette
butts. However, our litter
pickers even retrieved a (replica)
gun and parts of a motor bike.
Everyone enjoyed themselves
and were pleased that local
families visiting the park were
interested in our efforts with

Litter picking record?
This was the headline on an
e-mail (reproduced below) sent
to the RA’s message forum, the
HGS List. It prompted some wry
replies, and opened some eyes.
“My pick today yielded (inter
one heck of a lot of alia):
• one full half-bottle of rum
• one dead squirrel (no, it was stiff
and I didn’t kill it for the record)
• one long piece of motor vehicle
• only 4 red bull cans (my
record on this item is 12)

By the time you are reading this,
you might already have had your
last green bin collection of garden
waste on the Suburb for this
year – due on November 6. The
next time you see a green bin
lorry will be in February next year.
Our annual winter pause
has been extended because of
essential works to the Oakleigh
Depot, and Barnet suggests you
compost your waste or take it to
the Summers Lane site.
Barnet is also considering
charging householders for their
green bin collections. Barnet
does not have a statutory duty
to deal with garden waste and
wants to make the collection an
opt-in service for which there
will be a charge.
You can read their reasoning
for making this move at www.
engage.barnet.gov.uk/gardenwaste-charging-2019, and then
you can complete the online
questionnaire by clicking on the

• only one gas capsule (record
here is 26)
• two banana skins
• two fast-food boxes (empty)
• three coffee cups with lids on
• one abandoned bag of dog faeces
Go on, can anyone beat that?
REVOLTED. TOM HEINERDORFF

Thanks to the writer and litter picker,
Tom – it’s clearly a demanding job
but, we hope, much appreciated by
the community.

some keen to get involved
going forward. The Gaya Park
Café supported our volunteers’
efforts by supplying delicious
coffee as well as cold water at
the end of the morning’s work.
Volunteers collected seven
large refuse bags of litter for LB
Barnet to collect. They are keen
to repeat the event.

If you too can spare some
time to help pick up litter in the
area, please contact Michael Green
at litter@hgsra.uk. We would love
to have more volunteers to cover
this large area so please do get
in touch: every bit helps and
you are never too old or too
young to get involved.
EMMA HOWARD

Litter pickers with their morning’s catch
EMMA HOWARD

Brian Ingram of the NGO showing the Mayor of Barnet, Cllr Caroline Stack, around the Rose Gardens with wind in the willows

The Mayor of Barnet, Councillor
Caroline Stock, visited the rose
beds in Northway Gardens as
part of her declared intention
to encourage people to make
the most of the borough’s green
spaces, and promote healthy
living during her term in office.
When the Northway Gardens
Organisation (NGO) won the bid
to manage the beds five years ago,
we wrote that after a long wait

Headquarters, who sang and
played to a packed and very
appreciative house.
Long-time supporter and
Suburb resident Martin Bell OBE
introduced the proceedings,
members of Merchant Taylors’
Combined Cadet Force helped
with stewarding and many other
tasks, and there were moving
speeches from Combat Stress HQ’s
Peter Butterworth and former
PTSD sufferer Graham Smith. At
the end, choir, band and audience
joined together for a rousing
performance of Jerusalem.
The Combat Stress Committee
are now selling a large selection
of newly-designed Christmas
and Seasons Greetings cards, as
well as some ‘blank for your
own message’ cards in aid of
Combat Stress. They cost £4.50
for 10 (35p each). To buy them
you can contact Ruth Smith at
ruthafsmith@hotmail.com.

Pay for your
green bin collection?
Barnet consults

G Cohen
A N T I Q U E S I LV E R

We wish to purchase items of silver in any
condition. As a long standing resident of the
Suburb, Gideon Cohen is happy to view
your silverware at home and will make an
offer to purchase, free of any obligation.
17 The London Silver Vaults
53-64 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1QT
020 7404 1425
enquiries@gcohen.co.uk

www.gcohen.co.uk
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Trust AGM

More Oxbridge places for
Woodhouse College

(continued from front page)

rudeness and arrogance, and
improved use of computers.
Maralyn Roberts, who has
lived on the Suburb for 38 years,
felt it was time to get more
actively involved. Her experience
of working with the Trust as part
of a group of residents solving a
problem with a communal wall
in Corringham Court led to her
standing for election. Asked if her
background in communications
would help the Trust explain the
Suburb better to new residents,
she said she would first have to
learn more to be able to do so.
Richard Townley, a surveyor
and a Suburb resident for 42
years, mentioned his experience
as a trustee of an autism charity
and his role in the replanting in
Central Square, which involved
working with local residents,
Barnet, the Trust and the RA. As
a trustee he would listen to
suggestions and complaints.
Moving on to general
questions some of the topics raised
by David Iwi’s paper became
the subject of discussion. Staff
numbers had risen since 2006
because of a considerable rise in
the workload as the Trust dealt
with issues that, historically,
had not been addressed, and
resolved an increasing number
of more complex cases.
There are seven full-time and
four part-time staff now compared
with four full-time and three
part-time in 2006 before the
reorganisation of the Trust and
the repairing of its finances. Staff
numbers are regularly reviewed
and thought was given to how
to run the office efficiently.
The same complaints had
been raised for many years and
the Trust has twice been the
subject of independent reviews
and feels it has shown itself to
be managed in an economic,
efficient and consistent manner.
The balance of appointed and
elected trustees provides good
governance, as it was intended
to do.

Some of those present
expressed some support for the
idea of a management review,
while others felt that it was
unnecessary and would be
costly. Claire Calman, who was
an elected trustee from 2012 to
2017, said it had been obvious
how hard the staff worked, and

how complex and time consuming
some applications had become;
in some cases involving over ten
revisions of plans for a basement,
for example.
Richard Wiseman closed the
meeting around 9pm thanking
all present for attending.
TERRY BROOKS

Students at Woodhouse College,
near Tally Ho Corner, woke up
to good news on August 15
with the publication of another
set of excellent A level results
for the college. 114 students
made a clean sweep of three or
more A/A* grades, and at least
18 students achieved their offer
of a place at Oxford or Cambridge
university. An unprecedented 30
offers were made by Oxbridge
colleges to Woodhouse students
this year. The results improve
on those reported by Suburb
News last year.
It is easy to forget that it is
possible to get a place at our top
universities from a local sixth
form college when so much
attention is given to schools
such as the top girls school we
have in the Suburb.

Meet your police
Garden Suburb Ward has its
own Safer Neighbourhood Local
Policing Team (SNT) and residents
now have an opportunity to
meet their local team.
A ward SNT is made up of
one Sergeant, two PC’s and one
PCSO. SNT officers, who are at
ground level, regularly hold
public contact sessions. It is an

opportunity to have one-to-one
engagement with regard to issues
or concerns Suburb residents may
have or general crime prevention
advice. These one hour sessions
are known as ‘Surgeries’. They
have become quite popular and
two sessions per month are now
held at the Garden Suburb
Community library. Dates are

to be found on the library website:
gardensuburblibrary.org.uk/gscl.
SNT also hold additional
sessions known as ‘Cuppa with
a Copper’. The locations are
accessible to the public and are
advertised in advance online at
www.met.police.uk. For the Suburb
the SNT regularly use Costa Coffee
in Temple Fortune at present.

And to judge by the following place at Oxford or Cambridge,
comments the college does and the very large numbers
more than just secure those all progressing to medical schools
important A levels:
and to top universities. And
Louis Velati, 18, from Palmers thanks also to our amazing staff
Green got four A*s and is off to who teach, inspire, encourage,
Manchester University to study push, help and support our
physics with philosophy. He students all year long.”
said, “I’ve really enjoyed my time
Woodhouse is a popular and
at Woodhouse – the teaching’s oversubscribed sixth form college
been excellent, the whole time in Barnet. It has been given
has been brilliant, and I’ve ‘outstanding’ status by OFSTED.
done so many things I never Students are aged 16-18 years and
thought I would.”
come from over 180 different
Elle-Mae Taylor, 18, from schools across North London
Enfield got three A*s and is off while 95% go on to university.
to Durham to study Business The College acts as a bridge from
Management. She said, “I’ve school to university, giving
really loved Woodhouse, the students a chance to grow in
teachers and the amazing friends confidence and to develop
I’ve made. It’s been the best two independent learning skills.
years of my life.”
All students study A levels,
Seda Orhan, 18, from offered in a wide range of
Southgate is off to Nottingham subjects, and can study them in
to study Psychology. She said, almost any combination.
“I’m so happy, I loved my time at
I can repeat what I wrote
Woodhouse and grew so much last year and say, “It could
as a person.”
clearly be one of the options
The Principal, John Rubinstein, to be considered when thinking
remarked, “As ever, I am extremely about where to study for A
proud of how hard our students Levels in Barnet. It can be a
have worked. Last year’s results difficult time for parents and
were our best for ten years and the students alike, so they could
second best sixth form college find that adding Woodhouse to
in England. We are delighted their list might make the choice
with our record number of 18 a little easier.”
students who secured their
TERRY BROOKS

HGST Winter Lecture
M O N DAY 4

N O V E M B E R , 7. 3 0 P M

William Simmonds,
Silent heart of the
Arts and Crafts movement
and his formative years in Hampstead
We are pleased to welcome Jessica Douglas-Home,
who will discuss her book of the same title, and
Simmonds’ connections with Hampstead.
Join us for some light refreshments and learn all about
the master artist, craftsman and puppet maker.
The event takes place on Monday, 4 November 2019
at 7.30pm for an 8pm start in Bigwood Hall,
Henrietta Barnett School, Central Square.
RSVP: mail@hgstrust.org / 020 8455 1066

862 Finchley Road, Hampstead Garden Suburb, London NW11 6AB
4

020 8455 1066

mail @ hgstrust.org

www.hgstrust.org

twitter: @HGSTrust
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Hazel Lopatkin has an exhibition
of her paintings, prints and
installations at Fellowship House
starting November 7. Hazel has
lived on the Suburb for ten
years and enjoys the idea of a
community art gallery that
promotes the work of local
artists. She is a member of HGS
Arts and has run art workshops
for children at the local library.
Alongside working on her own
art practice, she is an art teacher

in an East London girls school
and teaches a mixed media
evening class at the Art Stables
in Finchley.
She explains, “My artwork
is autobiographical in the sense
that it connects to people,
places and
artefacts
I’ve
encountered. It is bound to the
idea that life is ephemeral and
impermanent, yet there is a
physical trace on inanimate
objects and meta-phorical trace
of other peoples precious
memories.” Hazel tries
to repurpose memories
and protect the trace of
the previous owners.
Hazel is a mixed
media artist and there
are strong connections
between genres and
stories found in her
work. She developed
an alter ego, Kalinka,
in her final year at
Goldsmiths University,
and Kalinka became a

JACQUELINE BOTTERILl

Fellowship exhibition
keeper of things that she was
afraid of losing, for example her
cultural heritage, including
Yiddish and her knowledge of
traditional feminine skills.
Hazel’s grandfather was an
antique dealer and she always
had an interest in antiques,
collectors and collections. She
has a fascination with used,
precious objects and the idea of
personal traces on physical
items. She tries to replace the
missing moments in the objects
through her art.
There are organic dappled
large-scale acrylic canvases and
drawings that reflect this
concept accompanying the
found object display. The
landscapes are a reflection of
the journeys of the objects.
Her work will be on display
and for sale at Fellowship House
from November 7. Please go to
www.fellowshiphouse.co.uk for
details and www.hlwfineart.
com for further information.

Not just for oldies – A photo of ‘The Ladies of Fellowship’ shows some younger Suburb residents enjoying themselves at a recent
Fellowship children’s party.

The Highgate International
Chamber Music Festival (HICMF)
has announced the programme
for its 2019 festival. The theme,
Beethoven 249, sees HICMF
celebrate this notable anniversary
of the birth of the great man,
with Beethoven featuring in
each of the main concerts.
Founded in 2012 by Festival
directors Ashok Klouda, Natalie
Klouda and Irina Botan, HICMF
brings together outstanding
chamber musicians from around
the world for one week of music
making in the heart of North
London. Concerts take place from
23 November to 30 November
2019 at St Anne’s and St Michael’s
Churches in Highgate.
The festival will continue their
unique, integrated Young Artists
scheme this year, which helps
emerging ensembles to develop

Part of the 2018 Highgate International Chamber Music Festival

as complete communicators
and well-rounded musicians.
This year the opening concert
at St Michael’s Church includes
Beethoven’s Kreutzer Sonata
arranged for String Quintet and
much-loved String Quintet in C
major performed by Alexander

BRILL OWEN

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS
We are able to offer a complete
service from conception to
completion helping you to create
a unique home that fulfils your
needs
Contact us for a free no obligation
consultation on

0208 349 0037
Or email at

architects@brillowen.co.uk
View our recent work at

www.brillowen.co.uk
We are Chartered
Architects based in
North London
specialising in
refurbishments,
extensions and
new build houses
and flats within
conservation areas
and to listed
buildings.

TONY BRAND

2019 Chamber Music Festival
in Highgate

Sitkovetsky, Natalie Klouda,
Laurence Power, Sheku KannehMason and Ashok Klouda.
Highlights include Julian
Bliss performing Beethoven’s
Clarinet Trio Op.11 and Dohnányi’s
Sextet Op.37; John Suchet
providing spoken introductions
to Beethoven’s Piano Trio Op.1
No.3 and String Quartet No.11
in F minor; Beethoven’s String
Quintet Op.29 ‘Storm’ led by
Priya Mitchell.
The festival finale includes
Clara Schumann’s Piano Trio
Op.17 and Finzi’s Interlude for
oboe and string Quartet, Op.21,
and culminates in Schubert’s
Death and the Maiden D.810.
HICMF’s 2019 ‘Concerts by
Candlelight’ late-night short
concerts series will feature
masterpieces such as Brahms’
Cello Sonata in F major Op.99
and Beethoven’s Piano Trio
Op.97 ‘Archduke’ at close
quarters in a relaxed setting,
with mulled wine, mince pies
and a truly festive atmosphere.
Tickets are available at www.
chambermusicfestival.co.uk.
Under its ‘Kids Go Free!’ initiative,
any paying adult may bring up
to two children (16 & under)
with them free of charge.
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Summer Reading Challenge 2019 This takes place every year during the summer holidays. You can sign up at your local
library,
then read six library books of your choice tox complete
the Challenge.
Congratulations
to all
the children
who completed
GAD_Wills-ProbateSuburbNews_137mm
210mm_Layout
1 12/03/2019
14:45
Page
1
the HGS Summer Reading Challenge this year and won a prize! For other ideas check the website: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk.

We’ll cross the t’s
and dot the i’s.
Act now for Power of Attorney,
Wills & Probate.

You’ll want us on your side.
For practical, expert advice
call Monica Cervellini on
0208 209 2651
www.gadlegal.co.uk
@GAD_Legal
info@gadlegal.co.uk
Gregory Abrams Davidson Solicitors is a trading name of National Law Partners Limited authorised and regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority www.sra.org.uk and registered in England and Wales under Company number 08312439.
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The Meeting House in North Square
Despite being tucked away in a
small corner of North Square
adjacent to Big Wood, there is
an institution in our midst with a
long and interesting history that
created, and continues to provide,
a space for everyone to meet and
share their religious experiences
and social commitments: that
is the Golders Green Quaker
Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends.
The Meeting House was built
in 1913 in the Arts and Crafts
style on a plan which was
rejected by Dame Henrietta
Barnett because it had no spire or
dome to match St Jude’s or the
Free Church. She did not get her
way that time. Quakers emphasise
simplicity and equality, and are
very stubborn once they believe
the authority with which they
witness is Divinely inspired.
Two of the Meeting’s founders campaigner for the new National
who embodied such stubborn- Allotment Scheme (1925) for
ness were Joan Mary Fry, the the relief of the poverty-stricken
daughter of a High Court Judge, and unemployed in England and
who lived on Temple Fortune Wales. This enabled them to grow
Hill, and John Fletcher from a and sell vegetables without losing
humble background, who lived any of their dole money.
on Maurice Walk. Fry was a
A British postage stamp
pacifist and Quaker Prison commemorating Fry’s work as a
Chaplain who visited Fletcher, also ‘Briton of Distinction’ was issued
a pacifist and a conscientious in 2012. Three other ‘public’
objector, imprisoned for two Golders Green Friends were the
years in Pentonville during the humourist Gerard Hoffnung, the
First World War.
journalist and broadcaster Gerald
Fletcher was an indefatigable Priestland and Sydney Bailey, a
worker for peace and reconciliation, peace and human rights activist
and also a Quaker Prison at the United Nations.
Chaplain in the Second World
When I joined Golders Green
War. Fry organised support for Meeting in 1967 there would be
impoverished and starving some 70 or 80 Friends worshipping
refugees in Germany after the on a Sunday morning for an
First World War. She was also a hour beginning at 11am. They

included those with traditional
Christian beliefs, those with
Universalist beliefs and those
who wished to worship with
Quakers, who were quite
opposed to any doctrinaire
religion. Some were Jewish
refugees who had been helped
out of Germany, Austria, Poland
and Czechoslovakia by the
Kindertransport. That was an
organisation strongly supported
by The Germany Emergency
Committee of the Religious
Society of Friends set up in
1933, shortly after Hitler came
to power.
Most new Friends now go to
their first meeting in their 40’s.
The numbers who worship
today at Golders Green have
declined but on a Sunday there

Royal Free at the
Free Church

may be from 10 to 20 regular
worshippers, occasionally even
30, some who have attended for
many years but are not
members because they are not
‘joiners’. The age range is from
19 to 101. We still reflect a wide
range of personal belief, religious
origins and ethnicity. What
links us is a belief that there is
that of God in everyone; and a
mode of worship based on an
attentive silence that can be
broken by anyone present who
is inspired to speak words they
believe helpful to the spiritual
life of the Meeting. Anyone, who
also would like to experience the
stillness and depth of a Quaker
Meeting, is welcome to join us in
worship on a Sunday morning.

Last year the Free Church hosted
an Armistice Concert featuring
the Royal Free Music Society
and the choir is back again this
year on Sunday, November 17.
The RFMS choir accompanied
by the Hampstead Sinfonietta will
be performing Mozart’s Coronation
Mass. In what promises to be a
wonderful concert, the orchestra
will also perform Beethoven’s
Symphony no. 3.
The RFMS is a friendly, nonauditioned choir based at the
Royal Free Hospital. The choir
was founded in 1995 by hospital
staff but now includes many
members of the local community.
There are approximately 45
members, who come together
regularly to enjoy high-quality
music-making. The choir puts
on three concerts a year.

To find out more about the
RFMS visit their website at www.
royalfreemusicsociety.co.uk.
Tickets priced at £10 (halfprice for full-time students/
unwaged) are available online
at www.ticketsource.co.uk/rfms,
or at the door for £12.

I grab some lunch and then
head off to Mr Z. He has complex
health needs and I am going to
provide Percutaneous Endoscopic
Gastrostomy (PEG) feeding, for
which I have received special
training. I make him as comfortable
as possible during the procedure
and have time for a chat with
him and his wife before I leave
I have some paperwork to
do and I do this in the car

before heading off to collect Mr
Q from the day centre.
Then it’s time to set off to
my own home to feed the
family and hear about their
day; and have time to put my
feet up for a while. At 9pm I go
back to Mrs Y and get her ready
for bed. She also uses our Night
Owl Service and a colleague will
pop in to see that she is OK
during the night.

JOHN SHINEBOURNE

Care in Barnet
Barnet Carers, the borough’s care
organisation, has announced a
new initiative designed to help
carers. We are all aware that carers
carry out a vital role in society,
and that the social care system
would collapse without them.
Barnet Carers aims to provide
carers with support to carry out
their caring role and to reach out
to as many of them as possible.
Barnet Carers Centre has
been providing support for

adult and young carers, and athome care, in the London
Borough of Barnet for almost 30
years. There are an estimated
32,000 carers in Barnet of
whom around 6,000 engage
with the centre.
Caring for someone can be
challenging, especially if you
feel like you are caring alone.
Sometimes getting help with
caring is essential to make sure
you have a life outside of caring.

Providing unpaid care can
have a real impact on the mental
health and wellbeing of a carer,
and it is hoped that using the
latest IT will be able to provide
carers with added information
and support.
A new app delivers events
information, training, videos,
forms, carers needs assessments,
articles of interest and news. It
also enables carers to contact each
other through the development
of a kind of community of
carers, and so helps to counter
feelings of social isolation.
The app can be downloaded
for IOS at Apple.co/2EoRqpv, and
for Android: Bit.ly/2Hw0ICc.
For further information visit
www.barnetcarers.org, contact
admin@barnetcarers.org, or call
020 3995 1909.
Barnet Carers also provides
some at-home care to enable
people to stay safely in their
own homes and keep their
independence.
The following short essay
will hopefully give Suburb News
readers an insight into a care
assistant’s day.
Two of Barnet’s Home Care Assistants
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A
HOME CARE ASSISTANT
The first order of the day is a
strong coffee to wake me up,
a quick bite to eat, and then I
am off to my first appointment
at 7.30 am.
Mrs Y is an 85-year-old lady
who is determined to stay in her
own home. She is getting frail
and has partial sight, so I help
her get showered and dressed. I
make sure she eats breakfast and
takes her morning medication.
I’ll return later to put her to bed,
but we have a quick chat and
then I’m off to my next client.
My next client is a 90 yearold man, Mr Q, with mild
dementia, who manages very well
at home, but needs escorting to
a local day centre. I will pick
him up later and when he gets
home his adult daughter will be
home from work so I know he
will be safe and sound and will
not have to worry.
I then head off to the office
to hand in my printed time
sheets. These will soon be a thing
of the past as we’re getting mobile
phones to use for this purpose.

Orchard Housing Society
part-time housing assistant
required
The Orchard Housing Society is looking for a part-time housing
assistant on a six-month temporary contract at a salary of
£9000pa. The offer is for two days per week 9am to 5pm (16
hours), of which one day will be Monday.
Orchard Housing Society is a small sheltered housing
scheme in the heart of the Suburb on Hampstead Way. You
should have an interest in working with older people in person,
and on the telephone.
We are looking for a part-time housing assistant who has
good written, communication, IT and administration skills
(test at interview stage).
To obtain further details on this position and information
on how to apply please e-mail orchardhousing@btconnect.com.
The closing date for applications is November 25, and
interviews will be from December 2- 6.
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Garden Suburb Theatre excels

The Lady in the Van
Garden Suburb Theatre will be
performing The Lady in the
Van by Alan Bennett at Upstairs
in the Gatehouse in November.
The talented cast and crew
are currently working hard on
this wonderful piece of theatre.
The play is a must see for all
who enjoyed the film of the
same name, which starred the
venerable Dame Maggie Smith
in the title role.
The Lady in the Van tells
the true story of playwright
Alan Bennett’s friendship with
Miss Mary Shepherd. Despite
her being a crabby, eccentric
and unsanitary homeless woman,
Bennett “allows” her to park
her van in the driveway of his

Walking into Little Oak Wood
Open Air Theatre is like entering
into a secret enchanted garden
that nobody knows exists.
Garden Suburb Theatre’s
production of Our Country’s
Good, by Timberlake Wertenbaker
is the true story of the first
penal colony in Australia. The
play introduces us to the hard
times and conflicts of both the
convicts and guards. A Lieutenant
decides he wants to impress his
superiors by directing a play, he
uses the convicts as actors. Not
everyone is impressed with this
idea of course. We follow both
sides, the convicts and the guards,
and realise how easily life can
change direction without us
being able to control it.
This theatre group is blessed
with extremely talented actors.
All twenty-two parts are shared
by only ten actors, sometimes
having to change roles right
before our very eyes; they swap
a jacket or a wig and seamlessly
continue into the next character.
This lightening speed change
demonstrates just how good
these actors are.
Anna Rolfe (Second Lieutenant
William Faddy RM, Dabby Bryant,

Meg Long) has the audience
captivated as soon as she speaks,
her stage presence and character
acting is outstanding, she has
the right balance of humour
and grit that her character
portrays. Emily Hill (Lieutenant
Will Dawes RM, Liz Morden) is
so believable as her character Liz
Morden and clearly understands
how complex the character is
meant to be: angry and violent
yet so vulnerable. Superb acting.
The set is very simple but
because the acting is of such a
high standard, I felt l was in a
different scene regardless of

material methods, and the
costumes are impressive.
Director, Kayne McCutcheon,
and assistant director, Michael
Reffold, created a really interesting
play to watch. Open-air staging,
whilst beautiful, brings obvious
restrictions, but the whole
production was put together so
well and a complex script was
made clear, understandable and
extremely enjoyable.

Camden home for three months…
she stays there for 15 years!
During her 15-year stay in his
drive, Bennett balances his writing
career with watching over Miss
Shepherd and providing for his
increasingly invalid mother.
Though he denies “caring” for
anyone, he slowly becomes
aware of his growing friendship
with Miss Shepherd.
The production comes to
Upstairs at the Gatehouse
(Highgate, London N6 4BD)
from 21- 24 November. Evening
shows on Thursday to Saturday
will start at 7.30pm and there
will be a 4pm start on Sunday
24 November. Tickets are £14/£12
concession and can be booked at

www.upstairsatthegatehouse.com
or by calling 8340 3488. For
further information, please visit
www.gardensuburbtheatre.org.uk.
FIONA WHITE

Life at the Fringe

I’ve lived on the Suburb for 38
years, longer than my career,
first as a practising barrister and
then in the Ministry of Justice,
doing things like advising the
Lord Chancellor or working on
judicial appointments. When I
retired joyfully from all this, I
decided to concentrate on acting
and performing. I do now have
an agent and I am a member of
SAMANTHA CARTWRIGHT
Equity. My special love is cabaret.
This review appeared in Sardines I have performed at London
magazine, and is reproduced with venues like the Crazy Coqs, the
Jermyn Street Theatre and the
the author’s permission.
Pheasantry, doing a mixture of
original and existing material.
Looming over me was the prospect
of the Edinburgh Fringe, which
I hoped might raise my profile.
For that I felt I had to produce
entirely original material. In
2016 I finally made it there.
My show was called ‘Angel to
vampire!’ It was based on my life’s people. As it happens, I never which has the right demographic.
yearnings, illustrated by various once saw any of them at my Frankly, I’m not sure these
quirky characters, including, no show! I did get others to flyer advertisements helped that much.
surprise, an angel and a vampire. for me and they were much I got better at flyering. I offered
What many people don’t realise better at it. In short, though the deals and cheerfully approached
is the huge amount of effort you show was well reviewed, I Iost people who looked like my
have to put into getting your money, but gained experience audience. I worked out a good
show noticed. In 2016 there and valuable contacts.
pitch. After a slow start, this time
The Merchant of Venice, Garden Suburb Theatre’s other open air theatre play this summer
were 3,500 shows in the Fringe.
After that I tried other Fringes the numbers really improved. I
That is a lot of competition. I and received a nomination for recognised people I had spoken
had two huge and striking excellence in new writing. I then to. People came because others
posters (which showed me – as devised my present show called had recommended the show. My
looking for a soul mate (Emma, corner of northwest London an angel and a vampire!) One ‘Too young to stay in, too old to audience was bigger than in 2016.
in fact, thought she already had will, through these pages, find poster was impressively visible go out!’ about the challenges and So was the Festival. This year
one). Yet, they soon discover themselves in locations they – in a side street which not opportunities of getting older. there were about 4,000 shows!
that they both were born in instantly recognise. In yet another many people used. The other This seems to resonate with
The Edinburgh Fringe can
Zimbabwe, and that they both coincidence, while I was reading was on the railings in a very many people. It got in audiences be frustrating, disappointing,
came with their families to the book, a friend suggested we busy square. Unfortunately, it at Brighton and I even made a rewarding and energising all at
England as children in order to meet for a walk at a specific was usually hidden behind a profit at the Camden Fringe in once. I must have walked miles
escape their native country’s point in Hampstead Heath. It parked car. Apart from that, 2018. Not having to pay for every day. It’s a specially huge
ruinous descent under Mugabe. was only while ambling along there are an awful lot of posters accommodation helped. The task for a solo performer. The
Of course, the coincidence that it struck me that I was in around Edinburgh during the show had good or very good Fringe can bring you down or
doesn’t end there; it turns out the precise spot I’d read about Fringe. So you have to push your reviews, so I took it to the you can choose to get on top of
that their families share not earlier that day. Similarly, in his show by handing out flyers. I Edinburgh Fringe this year. This it. You have to be on your game
only similarities but also secrets. evocation of the sights, sounds really didn’t like doing this, as I time I did not bother with huge the whole time. I found the
Neither Simon nor Emma is the and smells of Africa, I felt as if had to get used to stopping posters. Instead I spent money whole experience life affirming.
first of their line to encounter Riddell had transported me
on advertising. I was particularly I’m going back next year.
the other – their histories have back to a place in which every
pleased with the ad in the Oldie,
NIGEL OSNER
knots. The one notable exception
long been linked. This time, the detail was familiar.
is Sarah (in my view the most well
fact, when it is revealed, is more
This is Riddell’s first novel,
drawn character in the book).
than just another coincidence; though not his first book (he
She’s a quiet, modest soul – a
it’s far more serious.
has published non-fiction and
hospice nurse who lovingly
Riddell takes us on a journey academic works). Clearly, his time
Sunday December 22:
ministers to her terminally ill
from London, to Harare and in pre-independence Rhodesia,
6pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, followed
patients and those around
beyond, and then back again. followed by his years later as Chair
by mince pies and mulled wine
them. It is not coincidental that
Readers from our particular of the first Presidential Commission
it falls to her, with the wisdom
Christmas Eve:
(tasked with recommending how
and empathy her vocation has
4pm Children’s Nativity Play
to restore the Zimbabwean
infused into her, to take charge
economy damaged by economic
11.30pm Midnight Mass
at a moment when only these
sanctions and war) not only
Christmas Day:
qualities can solve an impending
created a huge reservoir of
crisis. “We are a family deeply
8am Mass of the Dawn
insight but also instilled within
troubled by war,” she says, before
10.30am
Christmas Celebration
him a deep fondness for the
explaining in a haunting cri de
followed
by
seasonal
country and its people.
coeur that it is the strength of
refreshments
In Tapestries of Difference
hope for the future, and not the
Riddell presents a vast canvas
All Welcome
weakness of despair about the
on which questions around
past, that provides the only
love, loyalty, morality, faith,
viable solution. It is a lesson not
race, politics, compassion, and
only for the characters, or the
forgiveness are set out to be
people of Zimbabwe, but for all
considered. But the human
the world.
condition is complicated and
SAINT JUDE-ON-THE-HILL • THE PARISH CHURCH OF HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB
not all of his characters possess The reviewer is a volunteer librarian
the maturity and understanding at the Hampstead Garden Suburb
required to help us untangle the Community Library.

Tapestries of Difference
“Is it chance or the hand of God
which makes the world go round?”
Volunteer staff at the HGS library
are sometimes asked to review
new books if they, or their authors,
have some connection to the
Suburb; so, when I received an
email with news of a book that
“starts and ends in North London,
with a middle in Africa,” I
quickly responded that I’d be
keen to read and review it.
Mainly, what had attracted me
was a coincidence: in common
with the main characters in the
book, I have spent many years
in both places.
By another quirk of synchronicity, the book was delivered
into my hands in the same
week that the world learned of
Robert Mugabe’s death and, as
Zimbabwe is the region in Africa
in which some Tapestries of
Difference by Roger Riddell is set,
the added layers of coincidence
became increasingly intriguing.
But more was to follow. From
the synopsis on the back cover of
the book a phrase jumped out at
me: “succession of coincidences”!
By now I was irreversibly hooked:
even the plot itself, I thought, owes
its existence to events in which
chance and coincidence coalesce
to drive the action forward.
And what a plot it is. Emma
meets Simon; they’re both busy
young Londoners embarking
on their lives and careers and
neither was aware at the time of
their meeting that they were
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Welcome to St Jude’s

www.stjudeonthehill.com
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HBS World Record! A number of local residents kindly volunteered on April 23 to be witnesses to the Henrietta Barnett School’s attempt at a new world record for the largest number of people reciting four Shakespeare soliloquies while keeping in sync. The Guiness
Book of World Records has accepted the result and the school is now listed as the current world record holder! A fantastic result by the school and many people around the world will now be checking where and what Hampstead Garden Suburb is.

Maggie’s at the Royal Free
Maggie’s at The Royal Free Hospital
is a charity which provides free
practical, physical and emotional
support for people living with
cancer, their relatives and friends.
Maggie’s have centres all over the
country which are welcoming,
safe spaces that are staffed by
cancer support specialists, benefits
advisors, nutritionists, therapists

it to continue to develop a
unique, high quality programme
of support, offering the best
support possible to people with
cancer as well as their family
and friends. So, you can support
Maggie’s Royal Free in a number
of ways; by attending an event,
volunteering or making a donation.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Information Stand at
The 02 Centre, Finchley Road
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
Christmas Carol Concert
at St Peter’s Church and
Christmas Raffle.

For more information contact
Brooke.parsons@maggiescentres.
org, call 0203 981 4840, or visit
www.maggiescentre.org.
DAPHNE BERKOVI

Waitrose in Temple Fortune have
chosen Maggie’s as one of the charities
they are supporting in November
for their green token appeal.

The original Maggie’s Centre at Edinburgh’s Western General Hospital
CITYTHREEPOINTZERO

and psychologists, all providing
support in whichever way best
suits you. Maggie’s at The Royal
Free has a full evidenced-based
programme of activities which
include; Yoga, Tai Chi, massage,
acupuncture, exercise classes,
counselling and much more,
which are all free of charge.
The centre is currently based
in the Sheila Sherlock Education
centre and is the interim centre
until the new building is complete
in 2021. Daniel Libeskind has
unveiled his designs for a
‘sculptural’ Maggie’s Centre in
North London. The Maggie’s will
be built in a corner of the
hospital’s car park and will
replace its existing centre.
Libeskind’s design includes an
‘approachable and undulating
timber form’ and a roof garden
which will act as a ‘serene
enclosure’ for visitors. The 26room building has gardens in
the rear and front along Rowland
Hill Street. The centre will be
the 21st Maggie’s Centre to be
built in the UK.
As a charity, Maggie’s Royal
Free relies on donations and
fundraising efforts which allows

Hilda’s 100th As reported in our last issue, Hilda went on a trip to South Africa to celebrate her 100th birthday on August 10 with her family. On her return she found
herself at another celebration of the event; this time with her Fellowship House family, as the photo shows.
8
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Have you ever been there? Do
you even know where this is?
Unlike Northway Gardens or
Lyttelton Playing Fields, Brookside
Walk is not named on the map
in your Suburb Directory. But if
you look at the (actually quite
large) piece of land squashed
between the flats in Addison
Way and the A1: there it is.
I fully admit this doesn’t
look like a very promising site
for a walk with your children or
the dog but don’t read this book
by its cover. There’s loads of
room for your dog to hurtle
around on the road side of the
Mutton Brook (two big fields),
and a tarmac path for your
pushchair on the Addison Way

side. Here the Mutton Brook
comes back, after its short stay
on the north side of the A1,
under the road from the bottom
of Brookland Rise (the little
green area there is called The
Bowles) and then runs along a
pretty wooded river valley before
passing under the Finchley
Road and out of the Suburb.
There are Oaks, and hedgerow
trees, and an old Laburnum and
a big Copper Beech that
somebody must have planted at
some stage, and a good bridge
for playing Pooh Sticks, and in
May there’s a sea of cow parsley
and loads of hawthorn blossom.
You could be in the countryside
because although the A1 is just

between Moat Mount Nature
Reserve and Hampstead Heath.
It was designed to act as a link
between the Capital Ring and
the London Loop, and between
the many green spaces and
wildlife corridors in the borough
of Barnet (thanks to Wikipedia
for this little bit of additional
information).

PHOTOS: GEORGINA MALCOLM

Secret
Suburb
Brookside Walk

inches away you really hardly
notice it.
But I never see anyone there.
Perhaps nobody walks through
this restful green space away
from the traffic because nobody
else does. I understand that. It
can be a little creepy, if you live
in London, to find yourself alone.
Brookside Walk is part of
the Dollis Valley Green Walk

GEORGINA MALCOLM

What’s new in the Virtual Museum?
The Virtual Museum’s ambition
to include rooms featuring all the
schools on the Suburb is nearing
fruition, now that Brookland
Infant and Junior Schools have
joined Garden Suburb and
Henrietta Barnett Schools in
displaying records and photos
for all to see. Go to hgsheritage.
org.uk and you too can visit the
Virtual Museum.
Go to ‘Organisations’ on the
home page and check out
Brookland’s fascinating history,
which began when the school
opened for both Infants and some
Junior classes on 9 September
1952. The buildings were completed
between January and June 1953,
after which the two schools
began running independently.

They were opened by the Mayor
of Finchley, Alderman J Gordon
Bryson JP on 18 May 1954.
The Museum’s records
illustrating the early Suburb are
also expanding, with Kay
Graham and David Pearlman
having kindly agreed to allow
picture postcards from their
collections to be scanned in to
supplement those in the Raymond
Lowe Collection and appear
online in the very near future.
Do you have memorabilia
relevant to the Suburb’s history
from its beginnings to the present
day? Perhaps your house has an
interesting or unusual story to
tell. If so, please write to info@
hgsheritage.org.uk, or phone me
on 8455 6507.

Become part of the community
Complete and return the form below, join online, or download a standing
order form from hgs.org.uk/ra/joinnow.html. Alternatively, if you own a
smart phone, scan the QR code.
Our Privacy Policy can be viewed at
www.hgs.org.uk/ra/dataprotection.pdf

MARJORIE HARRIS

MEMBERSHIP FORM

one subscription covers everyone at the address
I would like to join the HGS Residents Association.
PLEASE USE CAPITALS THROUGHOUT

Name

WORDSEARCH

Professional decorating services
also managed with over 10 years
of excellence

Call now for a free quotation
For all your professional
carpentry needs

joshuabergercarpentry.com

In our Autumn Wordsearch we have included the names of 20
types of songs and music for you to find. There is also one
highlighted to start you off. Names may be read in all directions,
straight or diagonally. Please send your entries by email to
suburbnews@hgsra.uk with your name and contact details. The
closing date for this competition is December 17. All correct
entries go into a draw to win a £20 book token. Good luck!
MARILYN GROSSMAN
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Email

(Giving your email address helps us keep in touch and reduce costs )

Phone
Subscription amount: £

(Minimum payment £15)

Fellowship donation: £

(To support Fellowship, a Suburb charity,
in its work for Suburb senior citizens)

(Optional)		

Total:
£
(Total amount for cheque, standing
		
order, PayPal or credit card via
		www.hgs.org.uk/ra/joinnow.html
Standing order is best – it stays unchanged unless you alter/cancel it!
* I declare by making this donation that I want to Gift Aid my donations to
Fellowship House and am a UK taxpayer paying sufficient tax to meet the Gift
Aid on my donation. I agree to Fellowship receiving my details for this purpose.
SN140

I specialise in all domestic and
commercial carpentry
to the highest possible standards
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✩ STEP and Oxbridge interview preparation ✩
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Sort Code

Recent successes at Westminster and St Paul’s Boys schools,
as well as Oxford and Cambridge Universities.
Highly experienced former Head of Maths with B.Sc. Maths,
1st Class hons. degree from top UK university and experience
in writing 11+ materials.
One-to-one support that will secure those A*s, grade 9s,
top university, Independent or selective school places.
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Please pay the Total amount entered above NOW and then annually
on 1st February until further notice to:

E

N W O

T

O

M

G

I

K

F

Z

W O

W

Maths
Private coaching in Hampstead Garden Suburb

Contact: 07811 254061

SN139 WORDSEARCH WINNER &ANSWERS
The winner of the competition in the last issue was Adrian Brodkin
of Kingsley Way. Well done! The answers are below.
The 20 types of tea were: Earl Grey, Lady Grey, Rooibos, Darjeeling,
Lapsang Souchong, Katmandu, Masala Chai, Cinnamon, Liquorice,
Green, Lemon, Black, Ceylon, Peppermint, Camomile, Bergamot,
China, Ginger, Assam, Nepal.
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* Delete the above declaration if you do not wish to Gift Aid your donation or do
not pay sufficient tax

Post Code
Account No

The Hampstead Garden Suburb Residents Association.
Account number: 91605747, Sort Code: 40-03-11
at HSBC, 897 Finchley Road, NW11 7NX
Quoting Reference (leave blank, RA to complete)
Signed

Date

Please return this form with the bank standing order section
completed or your cheque made payable to HGS Residents
Association to: HGSRA, PO BOX 67700, LONDON NW11 1NS
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WHAT’S ON

G E N E R O U S LY S P O N S O R E D B Y G O D F R E Y & B A R R , H A M P S T E A D G A R D E N S U B U R B ’ S L E A D I N G E S TAT E A G E N T
FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER

3.30pm Book Club Garden Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market
Place. A different book every month discussed over cake and tea. Pick up a
copy of the current book at the HGS Library and join us on the first Friday
of every month. Admission free.

SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER

10.30am Traidcraft Sale, Clothing Exchange & Coffee Morning Free Church.

SUNDAY 3 NOVEMBER		

9.30am Borough Councillors’ Surgery at Fellowship House, 136a Willifield
Way. Opportunity to ask for advice on local problems.
10.30am Trees of the Heath Heath & Hampstead Society Walk led by
David Humphries. Meet at the Bandstand, Golders Hill Park. Discover how
David Humphries, Tree Management Officer for Hampstead Heath, manages
20,000 trees. Restricted numbers – advanced booking essential. Min.
donation of £5 per adult. 07941 528 034, hhs.walks@gmail.com.
3pm Free Church Annual Bereavement Service.
3pm HGS Fellowship Sunday Afternoon Chamber Concert Series Autumn
2019. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Thomas Carroll (cello), Nicola
Eimer (piano). Beethoven Variations on ‘Bei Männern, welche Liebe fühlen’
(Magic Flute); Mark-Anthony Turnage ‘Sleep On’; Chopin ‘Cello Sonata in
G minor Op 65’. £11 with complimentary drinks and opportunity to talk to
the artists. music@fellowshiphouse.co.uk or 07973 186729.

MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER

7.30pm William Simmonds, Silent heart of the Arts and Crafts movement
HGS Trust Winter Lecture at Bigwood Hall, Henrietta Barnett School,
Central Square. Jessica Douglas-Home will discuss her book and Simmonds’
connections with Hampstead. mail@hgstrust.org, 8455 1066.

TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER

2.30pm An Introduction to the Alexander Technique Fellowship House talk
by Carolyn Simon. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents
welcome. Members £1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).

TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER & EVERY TUESDAY

10.15-10.45am RA Library Story/Song Time Garden Suburb Community
Library, 15 The Market Place. Rhythm and rhyme making activities
alongside new and familiar songs, and an introduction into the world of
exciting and boundless stories for toddlers and their carers. Admission free.

WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER

4-5pm Garden Suburb Police Safer Neighbourhood Team Surgery Garden
Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market Place.

THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER & EVERY THURSDAY

10-10.30am & 10.45-11.15am RA Library Sing Song Time Garden Suburb
Community Library, 15 The Market Place. A library activity for under-threes
and their grown-ups. Rhyme, rhythm and repetition all help a baby’s
listening and concentration skills, speech and language development.
Admission free.

SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER

10.30am Free Church and St Judes Church Remembrance Sunday United
Service at St Judes Church.
3pm HGS Fellowship Sunday Afternoon Chamber Concert Series Autumn
2019. At Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Marmen Quartet, winners
of the 2018 Royal Over-Seas League, perform Haydn String Quartet op 50.
no.1 in B-flat major. Hob. 111/44 and Beethoven String Quartet op.59. no.1
in F major (Razumovsky). £11 with complimentary drinks and opportunity
to talk to the artists. music@fellowshiphouse.co.uk or 07973 186729.

TUESDAY 12 NOVEMBER

2.30pm The Cabinet & Its Committee: Not So Secret Fellowship House talk
by Colin Gregory. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents
welcome. Members £1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).
7.30pm HGS Horticultural Society’s 105th AGM and Prize Giving Fellowship
House, 136a Willifield Way. Presentation of medals, prizes and cups to
winners at the two shows, and Suburb in Bloom 2019. To join committee,
contact Hon Sec. 8455 2656. Followed by a talk by Pat Morgan of Barnet
Beekeepers. Members free; Non-members £3 at the door.

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER		

11am-3pm Free Church Bazaar in the Free Church Hall.

SUNDAY 17 NOVEMBER

3pm HGS Fellowship Sunday Afternoon Chamber Concert Series Autumn
2019. At Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Sarah-Jane Bradley (viola);
Debbie Shah (piano); Rozanna Madylus (mezzo soprano). Beethoven
Notturno in D; Matthews Violin Sonatina; Brahms Two Songs for alto, viola
and piano, op.91; Elgar Chanson de Nuit, op.15, no.1; Rebecca Clarke
Viola Sonata. £11 with complimentary drinks and opportunity to talk to the
artists. music@fellowshiphouse.co.uk or 07973 186729.
6pm Royal Free Music Society Autumn Concert Free Church, North Square.
Mozart’s Coronation Mass & Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3. Tickets £10 in
advance from www.ticketsource.co.uk/rfms or £12 on the door. Full-time
students/unwaged: half price, children: free.

TUESDAY 19 NOVEMBER

2.30pm Les Annees Folles Music, Art, Style and Glamour between the Wars.
A Fellowship House talk by Deborah Calland. Fellowship House 136a
Willifield Way. Suburb residents welcome. Members £1; Non-members £3
(including tea and biscuits).

THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER

2.30-4pm Free Church Thursday Fellowship Social afternoon and visit
from The Blue Cross in Free Church Rooms.
7.30pm Garden Suburb Theatre presents The Lady In The Van by Alan
Bennett. Also 22, 23 at 7.30pm and on Sunday 24 at 4pm. Upstairs at the
Gate-house, Highgate, N6 4BD. The Lady in the Van tells the true story of
playwright Alan Bennett’s friendship with the crabby, eccentric, homeless
woman, Mary Shepherd, who he “allows” to park her van in his driveway.
£14/£12 Box Office: 020 8340 3488 www.upstairsatthegatehouse.com.
8pm The Birth of British Caricature: Hogarth, Gillray and Rowlandson A
Historical Association talk by Tom Kennett and Karen Brayshaw will examine
their satirical and artistic talents that hold a mirror to society. It will analyse
their influence in the 20th century and contemporary cartooning, as
evidenced in the works of artists such as Peter Brookes and Steve Bell.
Fellowship House, 136a Willifield Way. Members £1; Non-members £3.

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

7.30pm Garden Suburb Theatre presents The Lady In The Van by Alan
Bennett. For details see 21 November.

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER

3pm HGS Fellowship Sunday Afternoon Chamber Concert Series Autumn
2019. At Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Catherine Hopper (mezzo
soprano); Deborah Calland (trumpet); Kyle Horch (saxophone); Sebastian
Wybrew (piano). Erik Satie ‘Le Piccadilly’, cabaret songs; Debussy ‘Minstrels’;
General Lavine – eccentric; Poulenc ‘Poemes de Max Jacob’; Milhaud
‘Tango des Fratellini’; Fernande Decruck ‘Chant Lyrique’; Ravel ‘Chansons
Madécasses’. £11 with complimentary drinks and opportunity to talk to
the artists. music@fellowshiphouse.co.uk or 07973 186 729.
4pm Garden Suburb Theatre presents The Lady In The Van by Alan Bennett.
For details see 21 November.

TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER

2.30pm Square Memories: A Resident’s Recollections of the War Years in
North Square A Fellowship House illustrated talk by Andrew Botterill.
Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents welcome. Members
£1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).

MONDAY 16 DECEMBER		

5-6pm Borough Councillors’ Surgery Fellowship House, 136a Willifield Way.
Opportunity to ask for advice on local problems.
7pm Free Church Carol Singing around the Suburb meet in church car park.

TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER

2.30pm Rats, Raspberries and Surgeons A Fellowship House talk by Dr
David Shanson. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents
welcome. Members £1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).

THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER		

7.30pm Free Church Christmas Community Carol Concert.
8pm Historical Quiz Night A Historical Society Event moderated by Ian
Davidson. Fellowship House, 136a Willifield Way. Come and test your
knowledge against others. Drinks and nibbles will be supplied and we hope
it will be an enjoyable Christmas event.

FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER

4-5pm Garden Suburb Police Safer Neighbourhood Team Surgery at
Garden Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market Place.

SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER		

WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER

7.30pm HGS Astronomical Society presents Modernising the Royal
Observatory Talk by Tom Kerrs at the Oriel Room, Free Church Hall,
Northway. Info 07751 305056.

11am Free Church Festival Service Nine Lessons and Carols.
6pm St Jude’s Church Service of Nine Lessons and Carols Followed by
mince pies and mulled wine. Admission Free. All welcome.

THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER

TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER

7.30pm The Finchley Society presents Finchley Origins Part 2 – From a
Common to a Conurbation Hugh Petrie will deliver the Jean Scott Memorial
Lecture. Avenue House, 17 East End Road, N3 3QE.

4pm St Jude’s Church Nativity Play Admission free – retiring collection. No
need to book. All welcome. Info 020 8455 1025.
11.30pm St Jude’s Church Midnight Mass All welcome.

FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER		

WEDNESDAY 25 DECEMBER CHRISTMAS DAY

1pm Free Church Piano Concert by Lysianne Chen in Free Church, Lunch in
support of Christian Aid at 12.15pm.

SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER			

10.30am Traidcraft Sale, Clothing Exchange & Coffee Morning Free Church.

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER

8am St Jude’s Church Mass of the Dawn All welcome. Info 020 8455 1025.
8.30am Free Church Christmas Day Communion.
10.30am St Jude’s Church Christmas Celebration followed by seasonal
refreshments at St. Judes Church. All welcome.
11am Free Church Christmas Day Family Service.

TUESDAY 31 DECEMBER

10.30am Heath & Hampstead Society Walk led by Michael Hammerson.
Meet at Kenwood Walled Garden Entrance off Hampstead Lane.
Hampstead’s Heath pictorial historian and archaeologist interprets what
lies beneath, adding a new dimension to your enjoyment of the Heath. No
need to prebook. Min. donation of £5 per adult. 07941 528034. Email hhs.
walks@gmail.com.
6.30pm Free Church Advent Carol Service with candles.

10.45pm Residents Association New Year’s Eve Party and Fireworks at St.
Jude’s Church. Party for young and old Suburb locals in St Jude’s, followed
by Fireworks Spectacular at midnight on Central Square. All will receive a
warm welcome. A collection will be taken to help pay for the fireworks.
11.30pm Free Church Watchnight Service New Year’s Eve in Church.

TUESDAY 3 DECEMBER

3pm Free Church New Year’s Day Piano Concert by David Trafford followed
by seasonal refreshments.

2.30pm The World’s First Animals Fellowship House talk by Professor Roger
Mason. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents welcome.
Admission (including tea and biscuits): Members £1; Non-members £3.
8pm Residents Association Council Meeting at Fellowship House. Hear
Suburb issues debated and raise your concerns at Question Time (8.05 to
8.20pm).

TUESDAY 3 DEC & EVERY TUESDAY TO 17 DEC

10.15-10.45am RA Library Story/Song Time Garden Suburb Community
Library, 15 The Market Place. See full details 5 November.

THURSDAY 5 DEC & EVERY THURSDAY TO 19 DEC

WEDNESDAY 1 JANUARY 2020

THURSDAY 2 JANUARY & EVERY THURSDAY

10-10.30am & 10.45-11.15am RA Library Sing Song Time Garden Suburb
Community Library, 15 The Market Place. See full details 7 November.

FRIDAY 3 JANUARY

3.30pm Book Club Garden Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market
Place. A different book every month discussed over cake and tea. Pick up a
copy of the current book at the HGS Library and join us on the first Friday
of every month. Admission free.

SATURDAY 4 JANUARY		

10-10.30am & 10.45-11.15am RA Library Sing Song Time Garden Suburb
Community Library, 15 The Market Place. See full details 7 November.

10.30am Traidcraft Sale, Clothing Exchange & Coffee Morning Free Church.

FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER

TUESDAY 7 JANUARY

2.30pm-3.30pm Garden Suburb Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
Surgery at Garden Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market Place.
3.30pm Book Club Garden Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market
Place. A different book every month discussed over cake and tea. Pick up a
copy of the current book at the HGS Library and join us on the first Friday
of every month. Admission free.

SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER

7.30pm HGS Horticultural Society Sing-Along Christmas Event Fellowship
House, 136a Willifield Way. What theme will we have this year to sing
along to? Last year it was ‘Music of the 1960s’ and the year before, ‘Music
from the Movies’. Delicious food and drink to help you release your inner
singer! Free of charge but each guest should bring a savoury or sweet dish
to serve 6-8 people as their entry ticket. Pre-booked only: 8455 0455.

SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER

6.30pm Mendelssohn’s Elijah presented by Alyth Choral Society. Robin
Osterley conductor; Samantha Hay soprano; Niamh Kelly alto; Jon English
tenor; Pauls Putnins bass; with the Kings Sinfonietta. NW Reform Synagogue,
Alyth Gardens. £18 including refreshments. alythchoralsociety@gmail.com.
7.30pm Aquinas Piano Concerto presented by Mill Hill Music Club. Haydn
– trio in E-flat major Hob XV:29; Schumann – Trio No. 3 in G minor Op.110;
Beethoven – Trio in B flat Op 97 ‘Archduke’. The Hall, Henrietta Barnett
School, Central Square. £18. 8959 1047. By arrangement with CAVATINA
Chamber Music Trust all 8-18s admitted free. www.millhillmusicclub.co.uk.

TUESDAY 10 DECEMBER

2.30pm Dorothea Jordan : Famous Actress and Royal Mistress A Fellowship
House talk by Tamara Rabin. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb
residents welcome. Members £1; Non-members £3 (including tea and
biscuits).

THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER		

2.30-4pm Free Church Thursday Fellowship Christmas Party.

FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER

Residents Association Last copy date for What’s On in February, March,
April. Details to David Littaur, 84 Wildwood Road, NW11 6UJ. 8731 6755
or 07510 308 997. Email:dvdlttr@gmail.com.

SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER 		

3pm Free Church Christmas Tree Gift Service (organised by Junior Church).

2.30pm Art as Therapy A Fellowship House talk by Professor Michael Baum.
Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents welcome. Members
£1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).

TUESDAY 7 JANUARY & EVERY TUESDAY

10.15-10.45am RA Library Story/Song Time Garden Suburb Community
Library, 15 The Market Place. See full details 5 November.

SUNDAY 12 JANUARY

9.30-10.30am Borough Councillors’ Surgery at Fellowship House, 136a
Willifield Way. Opportunity to ask for advice on local problems.

TUESDAY 14 JANUARY

2.30pm Fellowship New Year’s Eve Party Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way.

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY

2.30-4pm Free Church Thursday Fellowship social afternoon.
8pm Victor’s Justice: The Nuremberg Trials 75 Years On A Historical
Association talk by Dr Michael Biddis. His talk will review the positive
achievement of this undertaking and also major weaknesses in planning
and implementation that have political and legal relevance today.
Fellowship House, 136a Willifield Way. Members £1; Non-members £3.

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY		

11am Free Church and St Jude’s Church – United Service at The Free
Church for Week of prayer for Christian Unity.

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY

2.30pm Draining the Fens A Fellowship House talk by Andrew Everard.
Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents welcome. Members
£1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY

2.30pm Fellowship House Chamber Music Concert at Fellowship House
136a Willifield Way. Anete Graudina (violin) and Tomas Klement (piano).
Works by Mozart and Beethoven. Admission free, donations welcome.

TUESDAY 28 JANUARY

2.30pm My Wasted Youth A Fellowship House talk by Sue Pollack,
Holocaust Survivor. Fellowship House 136a Willifield Way. Suburb residents
welcome. Members £1; Non-members £3 (including tea and biscuits).

WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY

7.30pm Who won the Space Race HGS Astronomical Society talk by Tira
Shubert at the Oriel Room, Free Church Hall, Northway. 0775 130 5056.

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

4-5pm Garden Suburb Police Safer Neighbourhood Team Surgery at
Garden Suburb Community Library, 15 The Market Place.
7.30pm Garden Suburb Theatre presents The Lady In The Van by Alan
Bennett. For details see 21 November.

FRIDAY 31 JANUARY 			

1pm Free Church Piano Concert by Hao Zi Yoh in Free Church, Lunch in
support of Christian Aid at 12.15pm.

Covering Hampstead Garden Suburb, Mill Hill, Finchley, Hendon, Highgate, Hampstead, Arkley, Radlett, Elstree, Stanmore & Totteridge
HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB OFFICE
Residential sales • Letting • New homes • Management • Investments
20 MARKET PLACE, HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB, NW11 6JJ
T 020 8458 9119 E ENQUIRE@GODFREYANDBARR.COM

GODFREYANDBARR.COM
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MILL HILL OFFICE
59 DAWS LANE, MILL HILL, NW7 4SE
T 020 8959 9000 E ENQUIRE@GODFREYANDBARR.COM
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Let nature do the work

Creeping bellfowers, forget-me-not and borage

I wonder sometimes, is it the same robin that
follows me around The Suburb as I work from
garden to garden? The plants certainly do! Do
the birds transfer forget-me-not and Welsh poppy
or is it, in fact, me?
Truth is, as far as nature is concerned The
Suburb is just one vast horticultural patchwork.
There is a certain synergy to the planting that
has nothing to do with fashion. I’m not talking
about the Must Haves, such as hydrangea
Annabelle, adorning gardens throughout. Rather
the ones that pitch up of their own volition.
Weeds I suppose you could call them, wild flowers
would be kinder. After all, as George Washington
Carver once said, “A weed is (merely) a flower
growing in the wrong place.”
Even more pertinent perhaps, in an age where
we are seeking to encourage biodiversity, “A flower
is merely a weed growing in the right place.”
Let’s take Lady’s Mantle, or Alchemilla molis,
as an example: There is not a single garden that I

have visited that doesn’t have some somewhere.
Whilst some can’t get enough of it, others can’t
dig it up fast enough. Campanula or creeping
bellflower, very obliging, it flowers, you pull it
up, it flowers, you pull it up again and again!
Erigeron karvinskianus, or Mexican fleabane to
thee and me, is another one. It took me two
years to nurture a handful of seedlings resilient
enough to grow in the cracks of a retaining wall
in Meadway, and now, three years later, it’s gone
rogue, happily seeding itself in every paving
crack in the courtyard garden.
Whilst many of these self-sown residents are
welcomed with open arms, others claim
squatters’ rights. Spanish bluebells and wild
garlic can choke a garden if left unchecked.
You’ve got to admire their tenacity, spreading
themselves by seed and bulb, so deeply
embedded that only monotonous and judicious
digging will shift them.

Self seeding erigeron

Last year’s dry summer left a legacy of
drought tolerant invaders, which should be
avoided at all costs: Oxalis, or creeping wood
sorrel, and Potentilla reptans aka creeping
cinquefoil (the clue is in the name!). Preceding
damp years encouraged Soleirolia soleirolii baby’s tears or Mind Your Own Business (oh,
how I wish it would!) Whilst it makes an
attractive and maintenance-free alternative to
grass as ground cover in moist, shady areas, it
can’t be confined, and is resistant to the rake.
It would however be churlish of me to blame
nature entirely. Having discovered that the
charming charteuse annual lysimachia nummularia
‘Aurea’, or golden creeping Jenny, was in fact a
hardy perennial, I introduced it as deciduous ground
cover into several borders. Turns out, Rapunzel
could have successfully substituted her hair for
this trailing menace. Guilty as charged, m’lord!
Mind you, nothing defines the month of
May quite like cool drifts of forget-me-nots. And
its seed colonises at an amazing rate by hanging
on to anything that moves. No single item of
clothing in my working wardrobe during June is
immune. I am a walking pollinator.
And the reason these interlopers seem to
survive, nay flourish, where cultivars that we
plant often fail, is simple. Self-preservation!
Nature invented the adage, “Right Plant, Right
Place”, not the late lamented Beth Chatto.
(Passionate about working with the natural
world rather than against it, she realised that if
you can’t beat’em, join’em!)
It’s also a numbers game; mostly annuals or
biennials, their seeds flood your borders,

ensuring germination in all sorts of bare nooks
and crannies we’ve overlooked. Very obliging!
Most self-seeders are blessed with blooms that
beneficial insects find irresistible, welcoming
pollinators into your garden.
The secret to achieving the right balance is
prompt action then regular intervention. Keep
the colonies you like and weed out the rest. If
you don’t want them to spread then remove
them before their flowers run to seed.
By the way, my prediction for the next big
thing to colonise in the Suburb? Wild borage.
Watch this space.
CAROLINE BROOME

Ladies mantle and forget-me-not says Spring

EMAIL: C.BROOME.GARDENGIRL@GMAIL.COM

An invitation
from the Horticultural Society
Nearly 200 people visited the
recent Autumn flower show of
the HGS Horticultural Society
in the 110th year of its existence.
Visitors were captivated by the
wide range of exhibits in the
floral, fruit and vegetable, cooking
and photographic classes. They
enjoyed chatting to friends,
neighbours and others as they
consumed one of the delicious
home-made cakes and were
then royally entertained by the
music of the Grimsdyke Brass
Band. It all worked so well – and
has become an iconic centrepiece of Suburb life.
Visitors would probably,
however, not have been aware
of the huge amount of work
involved for the enthusiastic
team that made the event
possible. That team, many of
whom have been helping with
the show for over a decade –
and some for more than double
that – are finding it increasingly
difficult to accomplish the myriad
of tasks involved. As they get
‘less young’ they are finding it

more challenging to maintain the
high standards they set themselves.
We know that the shows are
valued by the members, and a
wider community. We know
that people want them to
continue and we know that
people are often pleased to be
asked to help but reticent to put
themselves forward. I am asking
each and every member if they
would be prepared to make a
contribution to the shows and
the Society. Whether your skills
are administrative, IT, culinary,
liaising with press and publicity
or more general, you would be

much welcomed. The workload
would not be large, you would not
need to join the committee unless
you wished to, and the relevant
training would be given.
The rewards though would
be great – both personally and
to the community – to ensure
the continuity of the shows,
maybe for the next 110 years.
Please give this invitation
serious consideration. Thank you.
CHRIS PAGE, CHAIR, HGS HORT. SOC.

Cake – a Suburb event ubiquity

PHOTOS: NIGEL SUTTON

Barbara Perry’s plea for help in
the June 2016 HGS newsletter
stated, “We have the reputation
for the best teas and cakes in
the Suburb… We are a jolly fun
team and you get paid in tea
and cake!…” Hmm, a mere puff
you might say (and not the
cream variety), but, I can tell
you from personal experience,
Barbara wasn’t exaggerating. It
has been an absolute joy to be a
part of the HortSoc teas team and
be involved in this wonderful
HGS tradition.
The HortSoc teas are a definite
highlight of the HortSoc Flower
Shows and September’s show was
no exception. The quality and
assortment of cakes, so obviously
baked with love and so kindly
donated to the HortSoc tea table,
was simply staggering. Victoria
sponge, coffee and walnut, cheesecake, apricot tart, pecan pie,
lemon drizzle, chocolate gateau,
fairy cakes, scones, brownies and
various gluten and dairy free
options were just a few of the
homemade baked goods on display.
And what a display it was.
The HortSoc tea table was
groaning under the weight.
Some, spoilt for choice, opted
for two different slices when
they just couldn’t decide which

Suburb rainfall
Yet again the rainfall has been
way under average in recent
months. However, the last two
weeks (at the time of writing at
the beginning of October) have
seen salvation in the form of
nearly 4 inches of rain. In the
past quarter (July to September),
there were 6.5 inches compared
with an average of 7.1 inches.
However, this mostly fell in
September, specifically the last

week or so. Precipitation for the
year so far has been 16 inches,
compared with an average of
nearly 21 inches. In only four of
the last thirty years has the
figure been lower, and the last
of those years was 2005. So,
perhaps, there is no need to
worry on the Suburb about a
long-term lack of rain yet.
The past three months have
seen some interesting weather,

as always. As mentioned above,
the necessary rain to keep grass
green and plants alive came in
short bursts and resulted in
flooding. On the other hand,
from mid-August till the fourth
week in September, there was
hardly any precipitation. In midAugust there were gales, which
brought down trees, but resulted
in very little rainfall. Then, in
mid-September, the spell of high
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to have. The September show’s
high attendance (the fabulous
Grimsdyke Brass Band and good
weather proving a winning
combination) meant we were
run off our feet and, with still
half an hour to go, we had run
out of cakes (and hot water!).
There were a few disappointed
customers and even the teas
team had to forego their usual
perk of leftover cake takeaways.
A huge success then.
Of course, a big thank you
must go to Barbara Perry, the
HortSoc teas supremo and cheesecake queen, who has organised
the teas and drummed up cake
contributions for almost ten
years. Barbara has now decided
it is time for her to step down
and she is handing the reins
over to Caroline Broome, a
well-known member of HortSoc
(also our regular gardening column
writer, Ed), and who Barbara
describes as “a lot of fun and a
great organiser.”
Having volunteered alongside
Caroline at a number of HortSoc
teas, I can certainly vouch for
this. Caroline will undoubtedly
continue the high standards of
the HortSoc teas everyone has
come to expect. After all, as

Barbara says, “There is a
reputation to uphold.”
All future cake contributions
will be very much welcomed
and if anyone would like to join
the ‘teas team’ list (the baking
of cakes is not a prerequisite)
please contact Caroline Broome
at carosgarden@virginmedia.com.
SHELLEY-ANNE SALISBURY

Joe Donne

07946 421 020
joe@1waterlowcourt.com

1 Waterlow Court
Arts & Crafts Grade II*

pressure brought an unusually
long four or five days of almost
unbroken sunshine and clear
nights. The pleasure at being
out in it more than made up for
the need to carry cans of water
for the thirsty plants. So, maybe,
in regard to weather, the old
Chinese curse, “may you live in
interesting times” isn’t quite such
a curse after all.
DIANA IWI FROM MEADWAY

a Baillie Scott architectural masterpiece
a one-bedroom, ground-ﬂoor ﬂat
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(Left and above) Temple Fortune Hill allotment site

Augusta Wolf with her trug

Open Gardens

Allotments award winners
On the last Saturday in September years ago. This year for the first
allotment plot holders held time there was a special award
their traditional Harvest Supper for the best newcomer, which is
with the menu containing not a reflection of the surge of
just the Suburb-grown food, but interest in people taking a plot
for the first time.
also the awarding of trophies.
The newcomer’s award went
During the summer members
of the committee carry out a to Augusta and Laurence Wolff
walkabout of the plots. It serves of the Big Site, and, indeed,
as an inspection of the sites and winners of the Championship
all the plots, and at the same Vase – the best exhibit in show –
time the best allotment is at the recent Horticultural Society
chosen. Judging is based on the Autumn Show.
The overall winner of the
range of plants, their health,
the use of space and on general Phyllis Young trophy this year
was Ruth Beedle.
appearance and tidiness.
Both winners received Alan
The winner receives the
Phyllis Young trophy, named after Buckingham’s latest edition of
a keen local grower, magistrate, Allotment Month by Month.
and founder of the Allotments Just in case there are things they
Litchfields_Suburb_News_July19_V2.pdf
Committee
in 1969, 50 years ago. do not know.1 24/07/2019 09:29
Ruth Beedle with her trophy
The trophy was first awarded 33
PETER HODGSON

(Above) Chris & Lorna Page, Wordsworth Walk. Chris took part in the National Garden Scheme, July 7.
The NGS donated £3.1 million in 2018 to nursing and health charities such as Macmillan, MS Society and the Carers Trust.

(Below) Caroline & David Broome, Church Lane. (Above) Diane Berger, Willifield Way. Caroline and Diane were taking part in
the London Garden Scheme All London Championship. They were winners of the Best Large and Small Back Garden awards in
2016, 2017 and 2018.
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THE KEY TO SELLING HOMES
With 30 years of experience in selling houses in Hampstead Garden Suburb, Litchfields
is still the agent you can rely on to negotiate the best possible price for your property.
To arrange a valuation with the area’s leading tried and tested agent please call:

Please help make Suburb News your newspaper. Articles, letters and news items welcome,
send to the publisher with High Res pictures at suburbnews@hgsra.uk

Richard Barnett or Charles Bobroff on 0208 458 5000
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